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The Relive Box Analysis
Is the already lived past life worth destroying the future life of individuals? “The Relive Box” (Boyle, T.C. 2017) reflects this exact question to the audience. The story primarily rotates to a society, a family confined by the past life through an invention known as The Relive Box. The device is designed to take any person to any place or time that they have already lived where, the individual can watch what they say, did, and re-experience the feelings in the wake of every instant. The primary character of the story, Wes, and Katie, his daughter, struggle as a family to resist their compulsion towards this device. They are both obsessed with their past lives; Wes cannot resist his past failed sexual relationships, and Katie is gripped on time when her parents were joyfully married before her mother abandoned them to stay with a Chinese filmmaker. (Boyle, T.C. Pg. 2-5) Throughout the book, the character's normal persons to person communication are lacking hence, ruining the relationship of various characters. For instance, by using the box, Wes starves him, risks losing his work, and ruins his relationship with Katie all because of sitting glued-eyed in front of a box to avoid the spectral of the real world.
This story, like many others, evades close enough the issue for the society to observe the reflection Boyle T. Corraghessan (2017) is straightening up and, to notice the cautioning sirens about destroying the future by obsessing about the old days. Boyle incredibly incorporates the theme of science fiction and reminiscence to look back to the past while clarifying the future with all its approaching catastrophic human interactions such as, electronic devices as represented by the box which will destroy our face-to-face communication due to human thoughtlessness. For example, Wes argues with the fifteen years old Katie who requires more time with the box, tells her to focus on the present but, he only wants to use it himself. (Boyle, T.C. Pg. 2-3) Boyles successfully criticizes the issue of addiction as symbolized by the box where the characters stares at it and, how it tends to close one’s mind and eyes. The addiction to the Relive box symbolizes how individuals in the modern society are attracted to television, social media or drug abuse to reflect to the past experiences; Boyle suggests that, like any other addiction, the box is as well a very dreadful temptation. It is a lot easier to enter the past but difficult to come out of it. Such as, the story concludes with the narrator admitting not being in the present, stating the dilemma of the modern man in a dull world of freak facts from which the possibilities of escaping into the past experiences emerges. (Boyle, T.C. Pg. 6) So, from the story, the gift of modern technology act s a catalyst to bring back the existence of past dreams making Boyle’s message to the audience crucial in society and family relations. 
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